


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 2 MARCH 2026 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON


3372. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Vice Chairman L Wood, Councillors D Basford, R Horrocks, N Jenks & I Wilson.

Apologies: Councillor C Middleton. The Parish Council approved the reason for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 2 members of the public (Mr G Martin & Mrs K Wilson).

3373. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3374. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no members declaration of interest for items on the agenda.

3375. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

3376. West Northants Councillor.
The West Northants Councillor did not attend, having been present at the previous meeting.

3377. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 2 February 2026.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Councillor R Horrocks and signed by the Chairman.

3378. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Councillor D Basford had sent the photographs of the bins to WNC C Irving-Swift and escalated the complaint to stage 2 – to be discussed under item 3368.
The Clerk had emailed Mr G Payne regarding the speed reduction on the A43 – to be discussed under item 3387.
Installation of the posts, to be discussed under item 3380.
The Clerk had submitted an “objection” to planning application 2026/0171/S73.
Councillor D Basford to look into the costs of picnic furniture for the Pocket Park to be discussed under item 3388.

3379. Correspondence:
(a) West Northants Local Plan – consultation to 26 March 2026.
In 2024 three parcels of land had been identified in Hannington for potential residential/commercial use – Poldermere, Red House Lane, Hardwick Road next to Woodmeadow Garden Centre and the field behind Bridle Road – the latter with the potential of 38 dwellings – although deemed not achievable.  It was not sure if these sites would be carried forward to the new plan due the change from Conservative to Reform at WNC.  Mrs K Wilson said she had attended a meeting in Moulton that was very generic and unhelpful.  Hannington was deemed a “small village”, with no facilities and therefore less likely to get developed.  Councillor R Horrocks agreed to look into – at this stage the plan was very generic – looking to identify sites.  The next stage of the consultation will see a more detailed plan and the PC needs to remain aware of this.

3380. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts – OK.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk - Mr G Martin reported that he had repaired the lock on the BT kiosk.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of post – OK.

The installation of the posts remains outstanding – awaiting an improvement in the ground condition.

3381. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
Nothing local to report.

3382. Green Hill Solar Project update (IW).
Councillor I Wilson reminded the meeting that there will be another “Open Meeting” to be held on 12 March and that none of the material changes affected Hannington.

3383. Allotment Annual rent review.
Following a discussion, and in light of the six vacant plots, it was agreed that the allotment rents would NOT be increased for 2027/28 and remain at £20 per plot for villagers and £25 per plot for those outside – proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Councillor N Jenks.

3384. Agree a date for the Annual Parish Meeting (before 1 June 2026).
It was agreed to hold the APM on Monday 18 May.

3385. To agree to undertake the Grass Mowing Contract for 2026.
It was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Councillor N Jenks to undertake the 2026 grass mowing in the village – unanimously agreed.  The Chairman signed the form and the Clerk will forward to Kier.

3386. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 & 2026/0171/S73 variation of planning condition – land off Red House Lane, opposite the allotments.  Updates on other Planning issues – Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
The outstanding planning applications have yet to be decided.

Showman’s site – Councillor D Basford had provided a list of the outstanding planning conditions to the Clerk for onward submission to Adam Kite (Enforcement & Monitoring Officer) – done 25 February – no response to date. WNC C Irving-Swift had emailed Belinda Green (Resources Directorate) – who confirmed following the photograph of the multiple bins – that the site is currently assessed as ONE DWELLING and is currently working with the team to follow up & to establish if it should be a site of multiple dwellings separately rated.
Stage 2 complaint – Councillor D Basford had escalated this to Stage 2, which WNC have failed to respond within their own guidelines. The last email from Alan Burns stated a key person was not at work due to return w/c 2 March.
CT2 – an enforcement letter had been issued on 26 January with compliance due by 9 February.  Councillor D Basford informed the Definitive Maps team that no work had been undertaken.  He received an update that the landowners were going to move the heras fencing, building materials etc to be as close to the legal line as possible and they would check w/c 16 February.  A report on FixMyStreet dated 17 February stated the site had been revisited but further work was required. A further report was logged on 24 February stating that the footpath remains diverted. 

Councillor D Basford will push for updates in c7 days’ time.

3387. To receive any update on the speed reduction along A43 & Red House Lane.
The Clerk had received a response from Mr G Payne: The key area identified as requiring a reduced speed limit is the crossroads themselves. This location has a significant history of KSI (Killed or Seriously Injured) collisions, and the proposed lower limit is specifically intended to address that risk. Extending the reduced limit further north or south along the A43 was considered, but doing so would result in a less effective and less credible limit at the crossroads, where the intervention is most needed. Between the other turnings and the crossroads there are no environmental features, changes in road character, or collision‑related factors that would justify a departure from the national speed limit. As such, a longer 40mph section would not meet the required assessment criteria and would be unlikely to achieve improved compliance where it matters most. For these reasons, the proposed limit focuses on the immediate approaches to the crossroads, targeting the area of greatest risk and ensuring the reduction has maximum impact.  This will be included in Hannington Life.

The Parish Council is very disappointed at the response received. It states that the location has a significant history of KSI – yet when previous planning applications have gone in and the PC has objected on the safety of the junction – Highways have not seen it as an issue.  What are the “assessment criteria” and how have they changed since last October.  The Clerk to respond to Mr G Payne re-iterating the points previously made and that the proposal dimensioned the objective to enhance road safety.
 
3388. CIL money projects – notice board installation/Pocket Park perimeter fencing & picnic tables.
It was agreed to defer the purchase of picnic benches until the next meeting.  Fencing – the actual boundary was the existing hedge, with the post & rail fence having been erected in front of the hedge.  It was agreed to look at the roadside boundary first – to make it secure for young children – currently scrub & old wire so would need clearing as this was of little use.  Mr G Martin did suggest green “security type” fencing – similar to opposite the allotments as moving forward this would require little maintenance.  It was also suggested concrete posts with timber rails.  The PC decided it would look at all options/prices.  The notice board is in hand.

3389. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:

nPower – 16 Jan – electricity supply				D/D		£198.57
Mrs JP Friell – magnets for the new notice board		Chq 948	     £9.98

The reconciled bank balance was £23,939.83 being General £16,203.92 Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £600.00 and CIL £7,135.91 (from 28 April 2022 monies).

(b) Approve income received.
The grass mowing grant for the 2025 season of £522.14 was received from WNC. 
(c) Risk assessment.
The document had been previously circulated was proposed for adoption by Councillor I Wilson, seconded by Vice-Chair L Wood and was carried unanimously. The Chairman and Clerk signed the form.

3390. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for March, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to adding the Tote winner.

3391. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
Councillor N Jenks mentioned she would try again to order a “brown” bin for the Parish Council.

3392. Date of next meeting:  6 April 2026 & to discuss date of May meeting as it falls on a bank holiday.
Following a discussion, Councillor R Horrocks would not be able to make the April meeting, nor the Vice Chair the one in May, however as there were sufficient other Councillors to attend, the dates would remain the same.


	
